GREENLEAF

WASTE & RECYCLING

Plastic Recycling Facts

* According to the Beverage Marketing Corp, the average American consumed 1.6 gallons of
bottled water in 1976. In 2006 that number jumped to 28.3 gallons.

» Today, 80 percent of Americans have access to a plastics recycling program.

*  More than 2.3 billion pounds of plastic bottles were recycled in 2007. Although the amount of
plastic bottles recycled in the U.S. has grown every year since 1990, the actual recycling rate
remains steady at around 24 percent.

* In 2007, more than 325 million pounds of wide-mouth plastic containers were recovered for
recycling. (This included deli containers, yogurt cups, etc.)

« Inrecent years, the number of U.S. plastics recycling business has nearly tripled. More than
1,600 businesses are involved in recycling post-consumer plastics.

« Plastics in the U.S. are made primarily (70 percent) from domestic natural gas.

» Plastic bags and product wraps (known collectively as “plastic film”) are commonly recycled at
the many collection programs offered through major grocery stores.

* Recycling one ton of plastic saves 7.4 cubic yards of landfill space.

During Keep America Beautiful’s 2008 Great American Cleanup, volunteers recovered and recycled
189,000,000 PET (plastic) bottles that had been littered along highways, waterways and parks.

Paper Recycling Facts

* In 2007, the amount of paper recovered for recycling averaged 360 pounds for every person in
the United States.

« Every ton of paper recycled saves more than 3.3 cubic yards of landfill space.

« By 2012, the paper industry’s goal is to recover 60 percent of all the paper Americans consume
for recycling, which is approximately 60 million tons of paper.

* One million tons of recovered paper is enough to fill more than 14,000 railroad cars.

» More than 37 percent of the fiber used to make new paper products in the United States comes
from recycled sources.

86 percent (approximately 254 million) of Americans have access to curbside or drop-off paper
recycling programs.
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